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Kenneth R. Durst House 
New Germany 
Private ca. 1860-1880 

Dating to the period c. 1860-80, the Kenneth R. Durst House is 
a two story, gable-roofed dwelling of vertical plank construction which 
sits on a stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a two bay by 
two bay rectangular plan with symmetrically spaced openings on the 
facade and endwalls. The stone ruins of a cave (root cellar) and a 
springhouse are located at the rear of the house. 

The Kenneth R. Durst House is significant as an unaltered plank 
dwelling. Its 1833 datestone, however, does not appear to be true 
to the house. The style of the building, 2/2 sash windows, stove 
chimneys, and plank construction are dements that did not appear 
in the county until much later in the century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dating to the peilod c. 1860-80, the Kenneth R. Durst House is a two story, gable-
roofed dwelling of vertical plank construction which sits on a stone foundation. Its 
basic configuration is a two bay by two bay rectangular plan with symmetrically spaced 
openings on the facade and endwalls. The stone ruins of a cave (root cellar) and a 
springhouse are located at the rear of the house. 

The facade (SE elevation) is pierced by two openings per floor, the first floor 
southern bay being occupied by a four-panel door with a two-pane transom. The northeast 
endwall has six openings: a four-panel, transom-topped door and a window on the first 
floor, two windows on the second floor, and two four-pane attic windows that flank an 
interior brick stove chimney. Two windows per floor and another similar chimney 
characterize the southwest endwall. A transom-topped, four panel door is the only 
opening on the rear elevation. All of the windows on the building have been board over, 
however, one of them leaves evidence that they were 2/2 sash. 

The building rests on a whitewashed, coursed, roughly squared stone foundation 
with an 1833 datestone.* Its sills are half-lapped at the corners, and the walls are 
constructed of vertical pine planks covered with weatherboard siding on the exterior, 
and lath and plaster on the interior. 

A plank partition wall with a four-panel door at its center divides the first 
floor into two rooms, the southern room covering roughly 2/3 of the total area. An 
enclosed staircase occupies the western corner of this room. One step juts out into 
the room, and then a ten tread, straight run rises along the northwest wall to the 
second floor. 

The second floor has a center hall, two rooms on the northern side, and one on 
the southern side, all with batten doors. 

*Visual inspection of the foundation revealed that the datestone was probably 
not originally part of this foundation, but comes from an adjacent house site. 
The exact date when this was inserted into the foundation is not known. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Kenneth R. Durst house i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an u n a l t e r e d plank 
dwel l ing . I t s 1833 d a t e s t o n e , however, does not appear to be t r u e to the 
house. The s t y l e of the b u i l d i n g , 2/2 sash windows, s tove chimneys, and 
plank cons t ruc t i on a re elements t h a t did not appear in the county u n t i l 
much l a t e r in the century . 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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